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Press Releases

Pep Rally Kicks Off Main Street On 7th Street Initiative
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE DATE: Tuesday, April 10, 2007

Mayor Ed Pawlowski, Lehigh County Executive Don Cunningham and Ed Geiger, director of the
Pennsylvania Center for Community Building joined residents, business and property owners
on 7th Street on Tuesday for a pep rally to kick off the new Main Street Initiative on one of
AllentownOs major gateway arteries.

The Main Street program will be funded by a total of $150,000 in state funding over the next
three years to help finance beautification projects, fasade improvements, promotional events,
streetscape improvements and business development between Linden and Washington
streets.

OSeventh Street is one of our major entry points and it is vital that we have a solid program
in place to help local business people and residents as they organize, promote, design and
develop the street,0 said Mayor Pawlowski.
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< The program will be managed by the Community Action Development Committee, which has
its office on 7th Street, and resident and property owner Peter Lewnes has been hired as
Main Street Program Manager. The 4COsNeighborhood Association, AllentownOs Weed & Seed
Program, and the Old Allentown Preservation AssociationOs Elm Street program will provide
input for the initiative.

OCommunity revitalization relies on the dedication not only of elected officials, but also of the
people that spend every day in these neighborhoods D living, working, shopping, or spending
their leisure time,O Pennsylvania Community Affairs and Development Deputy Secretary
Kenneth Klothen said. OThe Community Action Development Corporation of Allentown and the
Seventh Street Development Committee have put together a plan that will allow their part of
Allentown to work with the other neighborhoods to create the kind of vibrant and inviting
community that attracts the skilled work force prized by todayOs employers, leading to the
creation of family -sustaining jobs right here in the Lehigh Valley.O

Other partners include the Lehigh Valley Economic Development Corp. and the Century Fund,
which have both provided financial support.
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